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Calls Attention To Liberal 
Emphasis In A.S.V. 
Greensboro, N. C., Sept. 29, 1952. 


Editor The Journal: 

When our New York Times came today we found 
in it a facsimile page from the highly propagandized 
new revised version of the Bible: (We have not yet 
seen the new revision of the Old Testament, as it 
does not go on sale till tomorrow, September 30). 
Judging by the unitarian bias and mistranslations 
in the revised New Testament, issued in 1946, we 
could not share the enthusiasm of many who have 
been loudly acclaiming the forthcoming Old Testa- 
ment revision. And one glance at that facsimile 
page confirmed our worst suspicions, for the page 
is from the seventh chapter of Isaiah, and contains 
the famous Messianic prophecy in the fourteenth 
verse, where the prophet declares: “Behold, a vir- 
gin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call 
his name Immanuel.’”’ And underneath this fac- 
simile page is a legend, in heavy, bold lettering, 
calling special attention to the change from “vir- 
gin” to “young woman.”’ Again, of course, the uni- 
tarian bias is very evident. 


It is in vain that the translators of this new ver- 
sion appeal to the definition of the Hebrew word 
almah, virgin, as found in the Hebrew lexion by 
William Gesenius, although his is probably the most 
exhaustive, and in some respects the greatest of 
Hebrew lexicons. But the fact is that his work is 
the product of pure German rationalism, from the 
University of Halle, and its author was one of the 
original rationalists, who denied the supernatural— 
the miraculous, including of course the Virgin 
Birth. It was these German rationalists who, a hun- 
dred years ago, sowed the seeds of the destructive 
criticism of the Bible, and modernism, so-called. 
And in his treatment of the word almah in Isaiah 
7:14 Gesenius is certainly off the beam, as can be 
abundantly proven. And why did he err so grossly 
in this place? Because, learned man though he was, 
he held that, a virgin birth being in the realm of 
the supernatural, was impossible, and that there- 


fore the world almah in this place could not mean . 


virgin, even though it might mean virgin every- 
where else. Thus his treatment of the word almah 
here is subjective rather than objective, and his dis- 
belief in all miracles caused him to inject that dis- 
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belief into his treatment of this word in this. place, 
and thus do violence to all the rules of philology 
and word study. 


In an able article on this subject in ‘“‘The King’s 
Business” some years ago the Rev. James P. Wel- 
liver, who spent many years as a missionary in Mo- 
rocco, speaking Arabic and Hebrew, reminds us 
that there are five sources of light on the true 
meaning of this or any other Hebrew word, as 
follows: 


Its use in the Old Testament. 

Its use in languages closely allied to Hebrew. 

The immediate context of the passage. 

The Septuagint (Greek) translation of the Old 
Testament. 

The witness of the New Testament. 


or 


First: Gesenius admits that the common Hebrew 
use of the word is “virgin.” 


Second: He admits that the Septuagint trans- 
lators, who were scholarly Hebrews in a day when 
the Hebrew was a living language, translated 
‘“almah” by the Greek word (parthenos), meaning 
“virgin.” 


Third: He admits that cognate languages: Ara- 
bic, Chaldee, and Syriac, have the same word 
meaning “virgin,’”’ not meaning ‘‘a youthful Spouse 
recently married.” 


Fourth: As for the context of the passage and 
the testimony of the New Testament, he ignores 
them. 


God declares to Isaiah that this is to be His own 
special sign to the house of David, using a term, 
and in such a way, as to make this undoubtedly a 
supernatural work, a miracle. And surely a birth 
through “fa young woman” would not necessarily be 
a miraculous sign, and thus this translation nullifies 
the whole force of this great, unique prophecy, and 
makes the term “sign’’ have no meaning. So, Ge- 
senius ignores the context in Isaiah, as well as the 
impregnable, unimpeachable testimony of St. Mat- 
thew. Even if it could be established that the word 
almah sometimes meant young married woman, or 
merely young woman (which can’t be done), surely 
the ‘testimony of Matthew, who quotes this very 
passage in Isaiah, should absolutely shut trans- 
lators up to the rendering “virgin.’’ 


One of the greatest scholars ever produced in 
this country, doubtless its greatest Hebraist, was 
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Dr. Robert Dick Wilson, of Princeton Seminary. 
He had the mind and the will power to learn (if 
not master) forty Oriental languages cognate to or 
bearing upon the Hebrew of the Old Testament, a 
truly remarkable achievement. One day toward the 
end of his life, standing before his class in the 
seminary, he said: “Young gentlemen, no man 
knows enough to say that the Bible contains error.” 
a commenting on the word almah in Isaiah 7:14, 
e says: 


“There is absolutely no evidence in either Baby- 
lonian, Arabic, Aramaic, Syriac or Hebrew, for the 
use of Almah in the sense of ‘young married wo- 
man.’ I have looked up every passage in which it 
occurs in Hebrew and its equivalent in the cognate 
languages, and I have sought in vain for any such 
usage. Dictionaries are man-made. Demand the 
original source from anyone holding that a word 
means so-and-so.’”’ 


Therefore, whatever merit there may be in this 
revised translation of the Old Testament, does not 
the fact that, by this mistranslation it nullifies this 
great, basic, Messianic prophecy, afford reason 
enough for its rejection by all evangelical Chris- 
tians? (as if there were any other kind!) For does 
it not constitute a subtle, vicious attack on the 
supernatural birth and Deity of our Lord Jesus 
Christ? And are we justified in calling such treat- 
ment of this great passage true scholarship? 


A. P. Dickson, Pastor, 
Buffalo Presbyterian Church. 


Frank Prices Out Of China 


Dear Friends: 
There is much rejoicing and thanksgiving over 
the cable that came a little while ago: 


“Arrived Hong Kong well please notify fami 
friends (signed) Prices.” 


So far we do not know when they will get to the 
United States nor whether they will come by ship 
or plane. 

Sincerely yours, 
L. H. Lancaster, 
Assistant to Executive Secretary. 


EDITORIAL 
The Church 


Union Issue 


(This was carried in the October 1, 1952 issue. 
but due to printer's error in that issue it is herewith 
carried in corrected form. —Ed.) 


The issue of church union is a question of uniting 
on the basis of a specific PLAN orf Union. That 
Plan, as printed in three editions, differs radically 


from the fundamental positions now professed by 


the Presbyterian Church, U. S. In accepting the 
Plan of Union we give up our present positions and 
accept other and different positions, and that in 
matters of essential import. 


First, our Church now accepts Jesus Christ as 
our one Lord, the sole King, the only Lawgiver 
in Zion. The Plan of Union commits us to two 
lords, namely, Christ and the majority vote of the 
united General Assembly. The U.S.A. Assembly of 
1934 officially placed the mandate of the General 
Assembly “in exactly the same position” of au- 
thority as the Word of Christ establishing the 
Lord’s Supper; and had men deposed from the min- 
istry and the sacraments for not obeying this man- 
made mandate. The present Stated Clerk of the 
U.S.A. Church holds that “the Holy Spirit speaks 
through the actions and decisions of a Presbytery,” 
and presumably much more through that of the 
highest Presbytery, namely, the General Assembly, 
and that “by Presbyterian definition” you are in 
the wrong when you are in the minority. The Con- 
fession of Faith, on the other hand, says that synods 
and councils have erred and do err and are not to be 
made the rule of faith and practice. Shall we con- 
tinue to live under the sole Lordship of Christ or 
shall we put our heads under the yoke of the “acci- 
dental” majorities in a General Assembly in which 
we are a minority? At our ordination we approved 
of the government and discipline of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., not of this radical change from the 
fundamental principle of our Southern Presby- 
terian Polity. 

Secondly, in an age of rampant unbelief, the Pres- 
byterian Church in the United States has set up 
bulwarks against the intrusion of these denials of 
the faith into our pulpits and sessions. In particular, 
we have written into our ordination vows that if 
one changes his views after ordination, he will, on 
his own accord, notify his Presbytery of this change. 
Further, our General Assemblies have interpreted 
our ordination vows as involving accepting the full 
Biblical teachings as to our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. The Plan of Union includes neither of these 
safeguards. Kierkegaard has a story of a new gov- 
ernor who took charge of a grand old fortress. The 
new commander broke down the battlements, filled 
up the moat, turned the castle into a country club— 
and the enemy captured it. But “the Church of the 
living God” is “the pillar and the ground of the 
truth,” I Tim. 3:15; and at our ordination we 
promised God to be zealous and faithful in main- 
taining the truths of the Gospel. 


Thirdly, our Presbyterian Church, U. S., recog- 
nizes that the local congregations own their local 
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properties in fee simple, while the Plan of Union 
turns the ownership of all local property—after the 
merger is consummated—over to the Presbyteries 
and ultimately to the General Assembly. Our Book 
of Church Order speaks of the congregations own- 
ing their properties, our congregations brought out 
their local properties in 1861, our Assembly of 1875 
endorsed the principle that local properties are 
owned by the congregations, our Assembly of 1951 
accepted as information a report to that effect, our 
Assembly of 1952 in finding a certain charter un- 
satisfactory in some phases was led to that action 
by a speech in which the speaker declared that a 
statement that the local congregation held the prop- 
erty “in fee simple forever’’ would be satisfactory. 
Are we ready to turn over the ownership of local 
properties to a large organization in which our 
smaller group will be absorbed ? 


Fourthly, church union can only be accomplished 
by dividing our present active, ongoing program 
and by splitting, perhaps disintegrating, many con- 
gregations. The Word of God declares: “If any 
man destroy the temple of God, him will God de- 
stroy for the temple of God is holy, which temple 
are ve.” I Cor. 3:17, A.R.V. and R.S.V. 


Fifty years ago the U.S.A. Church absorbed the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church. Was that union 
successful? A Cumberland historian says that about 
a third of the old Cumberland Church was integ- 
rated into the U.S.A. Church, about a third is still 
the continuing Cumberland Church (or Churches), 
and about a third went to pieces. In considering the 
last part of that statement one may look at the 
figures gathered by Dr. C. Morton Hanna, of 
Louisville Theological Seminary, as to the net loss 
of the number of Churches every decade since the 
Cumberland merger, that is, from 1910 to 1920 net 
loss in congregations 242, 1920-30 net loss 442, 
1930-40 net loss 552. That the majority of these 
dissolved congregations were the old Cumberland 
Churches is brought out by a spot check from a 
study by the historian of Vincennes Presbytery of 
the U.S.A. Church. In 1905 there seems to have 
been nine Cumberland Congregations in Pike 
County, Indiana, namely, Petersburg, Bethlehem, 
Union, Olive Branch, Oatsville, Fairview, Iva, 
New Lebanon, and Algeries. Of these only the last 
named was able to stay out of the union and it is 
today a strong Cumberland Church and has estab- 
lished an additional congregation, that is, Knight's 
Chapel, C. P. Of the eight that went into the 
U.S.A. absorption only Petersburg is a U.S.A. con- 
gregation today. The others are now either dis- 
solved or changed into United Brethren, General 
Baptist (2), Holiness (2), or Community. In the 
South the Cumberland Merger left a wake of bit- 
terness due largely to the taking over by the U.S.A. 
Assembly of local properties where all of the mem- 
bers stayed with the continuing Cumberland 
Church. Similar is the story of Cumberland Uni- 
versity at Lebanon. At the merger, this one Uni- 
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versity was denied to the continuing Church by the 
U.S.A. body which had many educational institu- 
tions of her own. Then the grand old university 
with over a century of gallant service was allowed 
to languish and die. When the local friends were 
unable to continue it, the Baptists took over. 


We do not insist that the Cumberland story ts a 
perfect analogy. There are differences. We stress 
education more than our Cumberland brethren did 
in the past. But our decentralized control is not the 
centralized program of the U.S.A. organization, 
and absorption of our body or part of it into that 
program will not, in our opinion, be conducive to 
advance in stewardship, evangelism, lecal or world 


missions. —Wrm. C. R. 


Protestants Protest— 
Or They Should 


Where Protestantism is weak today it is because 
that leadership lacks clear convictions on the es- 
sential truths of Christianity and theretore cannot 
protest against error. 


Where Protestantism is weak it ts because in its 
larger organizations it condones unbelief tor the 
sake of a fancied unity and peace. 


The very genius of Protestantism ts a clear-cut 
testimony to truth, established on the Word of 
God, and a willingness to stand up for that truth 
because it is more precious than life itself. 


When inclusiveism became the policy of great 
denominations the door was opened for every form 
of heterodoxy to exist and to spawn without pro- 
test. Those who know the most about church his- 
tory should be the first to warn that the Christian 
taith when eftective has always been a virile affirma- 
tion of great Christian doctrines, and from a faith 
in those doctrines there has been developed Chris- 
tian character with courage to proclaim the truth, 
resist error, and live lives of righteousness. 


In the times of the Judges one sees a picture of 
political and social chaos which is depressing in the 
extreme and we are told: “Every man did that 
which was right in his own eyes.”’ 


‘Today we have substituted theological anarchy 
tor religious freedom. While every American citizen 
has the constitutional right to worship God accord- 
ing to the dictates of his own conscience this free- 
dom does not extend to the individual in his rela- 
tionship to God and His Word. Christianity is 
backed by a body of truth, divinely inspired, divine- 
ly revealed and divinely administered in the human 
heart by the Holy Spirit. Allowing in fullest meas- 
ure for Christian liberty and Christian conscience 
there is no provision here for man to believe or 
reject, according to that which is right in his own 
eves, those things which God has revealed and 
athrmed. 
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It is this failure in our present day to have clear 


convictions on essential matters of doetrine which 


has done so much to lose for the Protestant Church 
its witness and its power. \ » such convictions 
are present we see individuals and churches going 
forward in their God-given task. Where it is ab- 
sent there is a futile turning to great organizations, 
multiplied numbers and the exercising of ecclesiasti- 
cal power rather than a dependence on the power ot 
the Holy Spirit. 


‘To protést is not pleasant, but to remain silent 
when protests should be made, carries the serious 
implication of being party to the things which can 
destroy the power of the Church. 


Rationalism made large contribution to the spirit- 
ual and moral decay of Germany, Today we see 
the same process at work in England and, unless 
the tide is turned, America is destined for the same 
degeneration. We have recently talked with two 
outstanding Christian men from England, one from 
the Church of England, the other a nonconformist. 
Both of these men, unknown to each other, told 
identical stories—Christianity robbed of its joy and 
power by surrender to unbelief in the guise of a 
rationalistic and scientific approach te the Word 
ot God. 


It is the duty of those who believe the truth to 
earnestly contend for the faith when the basis of 
that faith is assailed. Nevertheless it is a tragic fact 
that some who would contend for the faith become 
contentious and unloving in their activities. Such 
contentiousness we do not believe has any hope of 
achieving its end. 

But, in love and in humility, it ts the duty of 
every Protestant to live up to his name; having a 
reason for the faith which he has in his heart and 
at the same time protesting against those deviations 
from revealed truth which go to the very root of the 
Christian faith. 


Such is the situation in the Church of Jesus 
Christ today. Shall we be Protestants or shall we 
compromise ? 


“But the wisdom that is from above is frst pure, 
then peaceable.” —L.N.B. 
p 


If The Gospel Message Is True Then It Is 
Urgent!!! 


The gospel message is not an elective, it is an 
imperative. There are countless things in this world 
which one may never possess and yet have the one 
thing which counts. There are multiplied matters 
on which men may differ in their opinions and in 
their approach but it makes little difference because 
they are not matters of eternal import. 


But, accepting Jesus Christ as Saviour is vital in 
its import now and for all eternity. Has not the 
Church largely lost this sense of urgency in our 
day? Does the average unsaved person, as he comes 
in contact with Christians and with the program 
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ot the average church, find either expressed or im- 
plied that he as an individual stands in the utter- 
most jeopardy! 

And yet, if Christianity is true; if the Word of 
(jod is to be believed; if the historic position of the 
evangelical Christian church is to be accepted; then 
all out of Christ are lost and without hope. 


Why are our eves blinded and our minds dulled 
to this tremendous fact and to the obligations which 
thereby devolve upon us as individual Christians 
and on the Church as an organization ? 


A physician sees a man gasping in agony with a 
perforated gastric ulcer. In no uncertain terms he 


insists on an immediate operation. Or, he sees a 


person with all of the symptoms of an acutely in- 
Hamed appendix. He does not suggest some pallia- 
tive measure, rather he demands immediate surgery. 
Again, he examines a patient and recognizes the 
tell-tale signs of cancer. Does he temporize and 
ayree to some palliative treatment? He does not; 
rather he insists on radical excision at the earliest 
possible moment. 


With the eternal destiny of souls at stake why 
do we temporize? Not all of us do. We know peo- 
ple who make themselves conspicuous, even appar- 
ently absurd, because they have the courage to ask 
-trangers about their soul’s welfare. Although some 
of these individuals may be tactless, even cranks, 
at least they have the sense of urgency and a realiza- 
tion of the importance of salvation which puts many 
of the rest of us to shame. 


Within recent years old heresies, dressed in new 
platitudes and often condoned by those who should 
know better, have become current again. “We are 
all God's children and we have but to fan the al- 
ready burning flame of brotherhood for all to be 
well,” is one of these heresies which loses sight of 
Christ's solemn words: “Ye must be born again.” 
Another: “A loving and good God cannot possibly 
send his children to hell,” failing to recognize that 
it is not God who has condemned the unbeliever 
but it is his own unbelief from which he refuses to 
turn which has condemned him. Or again: “All 
will eventually be saved so why worry unduly 
about the unsaved now,” accepting the dulling and 
damning philosophy of the universalist rather than 
the clear and inescapable teaching of the Word of 
(God and the implications of the cross itself. 


But it is not for us as Christians to point the 
finger of scorn at others. How few of us have lived 
up to the knowledge and the responsibility which is 
ours! Rather than condemn others for a lack of any 
sense of urgency in Christian work let us look at 
the fruitlessness of our own daily walk and, asking 
(jod’s forgiveness and His help, let us by his grace 
vet a new sense of the urgency of the Christian 
message for all who are lost. 


Neither is there salvation in any other - - - - 


“The night cometh, when no man can work.” 


—L.N.B. 
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Is The Leaven At Work ? 


By Rev. W. G. Foster, D.D. 
Alexandria, La. 


Our Lord Jesus Christ compared the Kingdom 


of Heaven to leaven which a woman took and hid © 


in three measures of meal until the whole was 
leavened. (Matthew 13:33). Christian scholars 
have long been divided over the question of whether 
Jesus here used leaven in the usual Biblical manner 
as a symbol of corruption or whether He used it 
is a symbol of the gradual, permeating power of the 
Gospel. Regardless of which position a person may 
take concerning the use of the leaven in this pass- 
age there are two passages in which Jesus warned 
us against a certain kind of leaven, and the modern 
church needs to examine its faith and life very care- 
fully to see if this leaven is at work. 


The Pharisees and Sadducees had been hot after 
Jesus, goading Him for some sign by which He 
could prove who He was. Jesus reminded them that 
it was an unbelieving person that would seek a sign 
and that no such sign as they desired would be given 
them. (Matthew 16:1-5). He then said to His 
disciples: “Look out, be on your guard against the 
leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” (Matthew 
16:0). 


On another occasion Jesus had just fed the hun- 
gry four thousand and the disciples were very much 
occupied with the fact that in an hour of need they 
had forgotten to bring bread for the body. Follow- 
ing the feeding, the Pharisees again came seeking 
a sign. (Matthew 8:1-14). Jesus combined the two 
experiences to give a fresh warning to His disciples 
in these words: “Look out, be on vour guard against 
the leaven of the Pharisees and the Herodians.” 
(Mark 8:15). 


Look out for the leaven of Pharisees, Sadducees 
and Herodians. These terms all refer to groups that 
are no longer among us. Are they not ancient warn- 
ings that served their day and are now of no more 
than passing historical interest to us? Let us ex- 
amine and see. 


The Leaven Of The Pharisees 


‘Look out and be on your guard against the 
leaven of the Pharisees.” Jesus was warning against 
the religious attitude held by the Pharisees. Let us 
see just who these Pharisees were and how they 
went about their religion. 


During the four hundred years between the days 
of Malachi at the close of the Old Testament and 
the days of Jesus Christ at the opening of the New 
Testament the nations of Greece and Rome not only 
held political sway in Palestine, but the Greek and 
Roman ways of life began to influence and change 
Hebrew attitudes and ways of doing things. Many 


Jews who were loyal to the Old ‘Testament law and 
the traditional way of doing began to fear lest the 
faith of their fathers be swept away in the modern 
way of life. Out of this feeling arose the group that 
came to be the Pharisees. ‘They believed that the 
law was the Word of God, that Judaism was the 
true religion, and that God was going to keep all 
His promises to Israel. ‘hey believed just as_ Jesus 
did, and yet the Gospels seem to indicate tha® the 
Pharisees were His worst enemies. Why ? 


In their zeal to defend and protect the law and 
the faith of their fathers they modernized the law 
by adding to the Word hundreds of rules and regu- 
lations that were just as binding as the law itself. 
They built up a religious institution and exerted a 
complete authority over the worshippers. In their 
zeal to protect the law they missed the message of 
the law (Romans 10:1-3) and set up a religion 
in which the outward ferm was yood but the in- 
ward reality was missing. hey had a form of god- 
liness but no power. Their worship and service had 
degenerated into outward formalism. ‘The law was 
written on tablets of stone and outwardly obeyed 
from outward compulsion, rather than the law 
being written within their hearts and obeved from 
inner compulsion. 


In our church today the leaven of formalism is at 
work. On every hand we see the use of worship 
centers to provide a focus of attention for the eye 
of flesh because the eve of faith has grown dull. 
We see that most all of our newly constructed 
churches have an altar in the center of the church 
instead of a pulpit because the heart that does not 
embrace Christ as He is offered in the Word preach- 
ed must seek Him in the emotionalism generated 
by the awe-inspiring outward signs and symbols. 
At our General Assembly we have printed prayers 
and responses, for the heart that does not spon- 
taneously go out to God must be provided with 
props of proper language that will stir the emotions 
and guide the mind. Down where I serve | am 
amazed every week at how the Roman appeal to 
visible signs and gadgets appeals to professing Pres- 
byterians who have no vital faith but who need 
divine help in times of crisis. We had better look 
out for formalism because like leaven it is leading 
our church to substitute that which appeals to the 
eye of flesh for that One who is visible only to the 
eve of faith, that faith which cometh only by the 
Word of God. 


The Leaven Of The Sadducees 


“Look out be on your guard against the leaven 
of the Sadducees.’”” Who were the Sadducees ? 
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When the Greek and Roman ways of thinking 
and acting came into the life of Israel the group that 
held on to the sacred text but modified it, by the 
new knowledge came to be the party of the; Saddu- 
cees. They were highly educated men, honored and 
respected in the religious life of Israel. They held 
to the Law and the Prophets, but they modified 
their teaching by new ideas. For example, they had 
a run-in with Christ over the matter of the resur- 
rection. The Sadducees accepted the Bible as God's 
Word, but on the matter of the resurrection they 
could not believe in the bodily resurrection so they 
interpreted it by the Greek doctrine of the immor- 
tality of the Spirit. They accepted the Scriptures, 
but they let their philosophy sit in judgment on 
portions of the Scriptures. Do we have any Saddu- 
cees among us today? 


In “Biblical Authority Today,” the World Coun- 
cil symposium on how we are to view the Bible 
today, the view of one of the contributors seems 
to reflect the general point of view of the whole. 
He speaks highly of the Bible as the source for cur 
faith and authority, but then he points out the leg- 
end, myth and outmoded moral and scientific con- 
cepts. He then says: “The Christian conscience 
must be trusted to sift the valid from the obso- 
lete.”” Historic Christianity has said that the au- 
thority of the Church is the Holy Spirit speaking 
through the Scriptures and sitting in judgment on 
the’ Church. Now we are told that the Christian 
conscience must sit in judgment on the Scriptures 
and the church must judge what the Seriptures 
really mean. This is a complete reversal of the his- 
toric position. This is the leaven of the Sadducees. 


Is this not all purely academic? | wonder. This 
week I was examining some Young People’s liter- 
ature put out by a sister Presbyterian church for 
use in the Sunday evening program. The program 
on the Bible was very subtile. I felt that maybe | 
was being unfair. I went to a lay woman in our 
church who knows the Word but who has no nose 
for heresy. | asked her to study the material and 
to let me know how she felt it would be to use 
it with our young people. She returned the material 
later with these words: “He speaks very highly of 
the Bible, and he does not come right out and deny 
any basic belief. But the whole manner of his ap- 
proach creates the strong impression that the Bible 
is not completely trustworthy and that we certainly 
have enough sense to pick out the good and deny 
the outworn.” I talked to a young married mother 
who wanted to join my church. She was raised on 
this literature. She told me that she wanted to 
come into our church but that she felt I ought -to 
understand clearly that she did not believe that the 
Old Testament was the Word of God and that it 
was not particularly relevant to our day. I asked 
her to name some specific problems and we would 
talk about them. She said: “I don’t have any specific 
problems, but from what I have been taught through 
the years I have the definite impression that it is 
not all the Word of God.” The leaven of the Sad- 


ducees is at work. 
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tional heritage. Call your local station for the day and 
time of this weekly broaficast. 
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The Leaven Of The Herodians 


“Look out, be on your guard against the leaven 
dt the Herodians.’””’ Who were the Herodians? 


When the Greek and Roman leaders began to 
take control in Palestine and appoint the rulers of 
the nation some people were very practical. “After 
all, a man has to eat you know,” they said. When 
the Herods began to rule in Palestine these men 
left religion as a personal matter and cooperated 
with the Herods in order to gain personal, social, 
and economic advantage. Some of them were fine 
personally and religiously, others were not so good. 
But good or bad, they were for the leaders and 
the way of life that would give them the best 
social, political and economic advantage. 


How fares it today? Which do our Presbyterian 
people put first—the Country Club or the Church? 
Which receives their best effort—their job or Christ's 
work ? How do our officers behave in business and 
politics’ Recently a moral issue came up in our 
local political situation. | talked to a leader and 
he agreed with me that he saw it his church’s way 
and that he would support the right position. When 
the meeting came this man made the motion to vote 
the other way. When asked why he gave this reply: 
‘“Betore | went into politics I felt that right and 
wrong were just like black and white, but when I 
got into politics I realized there was no absolute 
right and wrong, all was tattle-tale gray and you 
must go where you are pushed the hardest.” The 
leaven of the Herodians is at work. 


Christ warned us against the leaven of the Phari- 
sees, which is formalism; against the leaven of the 
Sadducees, which is rationalism; and against the 
leaven of the Herodians, which is compromise. He 
called these attitudes leaven, for unless we heed the 
warning and purge out this leaven it will keep 
working until it corrupts the whole. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR OCTOBER 26 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Fesus Lest Of Faith 


Scripture: Matthew 7. Devotional Read- 
ing: Psalm 119:105-112. 


In Psalm 119:108 we have these words: “And teach me thy judgments.” Men are prone to judge in- 
correctly: God is the Supreme Judge, the Just and Righteous Judge. In our judgments we are apt to be 
biased; we never know all the truth; our feelings and prejudices (pre-judgings) very often prevent clear 


and impartial thinking. We ought to be very careful, then, in pronouncing judgment upon others. 


If we 


would judge ourselves more strictly, we could see more clearly to form correct opinions about other men. 


This idea of testing, or judging, runs through the 
whole chapter and seems to bind it together, (As 
Lenski suggests). Some have thought that Jesus 
was treating several unrelated subjects in this clos- 
ing chapter of His Sermon on the Mount, but this 
principle of judgment can be seen in most, if not 
all, of the topics which He discusses. 


1 would like for us to keep this thought in mind 
as we gather some of the lessons from this chapter. 


l. Careless Judging of 
Others: 1-5 


There is a great deal of this sort of judging. | 
have heard Christians criticize some fault in a 
brother or sister when most people could see just 
as great a fault in the critic. Then I have heard 
people outside the Church pronounce judgment 
upon Christians in a very harsh manner, saying, “! 
_ don’t even pretend to be a Christian, and I would 
not do a thing like that.” I believe that Jesus is 
referring to judgments like these in His words 
here. Before we give ourselves to such “judgings” 
of others let us be sure that the beam is cast out of 
our own eves. Then we can see clearly to cast out 
the mote out of our brother's eve. These verses do 
not forbid us trying to correct our brother’s faults, 
but would make us very careful to “look to our- 
selves” first. I think, that before we try to cor- 
rect our brother, or judge him, it would be very 
well to pray “‘search me and try me and see if there 
is any wicked way in me.” “We may say that the 
man with the beam in his eve will knock out both of 
the eves of the other man who has a splinter in his 
eve. A grand eye specialist he would be! . . . The 
Scribes and Pharisees were eye doctors who had 
beams in their own eyes of which they were not 
even aware’ (Lenski). 


This command not to judge has its limits, in the 
next verse we see at least one exception to the rule. 


II. Wasting Precious and Holy 
Things: Verse 6. 


We have to discriminate at times. The Gospel 
is a precious and holy thing. To throw it down for 
the “dogs” and the “swine” to blaspheme, is not 


only a waste of time, but a misuse of the Gospel. 
Just who these “dogs’’ and “swine” are, will de- 
mand a “judgment” on our part. The best com- 
mentary and explanation of just what is meant 
here is found in some Bible references: 


In Acts 13:45, 46, we have the example of Paul 
and Barnabas: “But when the Jews saw the multi- 
tudes they were filled with envy, and spake against 
those things which were spoken by Paul, contradict- 
ing and blaspheming. Then Paul and Barnabas 
waxed bold and said, It was necessary that the 
Word of God should first have been spoken to you: 
but seeing ve put it from you, and judge vourselves 
unworthy of everlasting life, Lo, we turn to the 
Gentiles." Here we have a clear case of judging 
on the part of these two preachers; they decided 
that they would not continue to “cast pearls be- 
fore swine, or give that which was holy to the 
dogs.” 


In Acts 18:6 we read: “And when they opposed 
themselves and blasphemed, he shook his raiment, 
and said unto them, Your blood be upon your own 
heads: I am clean: from henceforth | will go unto 
the Gentiles.” (See also Jude 10:13; | Peter 4:4; 
Romans 16:17, 18; I Tim. 5:5; Phil. 3:18, 19). 
Jesus had the utmost compassion and patience in 
dealing with sinners, but even He had to hide some 
of the precious and holy things from the “dogs” 
and “swine” of His day. 


Ill. Correct Judging Requires 
Wisdom: 7-12 


This wisdom can only come from above through 
persistent prayer. The force of the original is, “go 
on again and again asking, seeking, knocking.” If 
we need and desire ‘“‘good gifts,” especially the gift 
of the Holy Spirit, Who can guide us into all the 
truth, and give us the wisdom we so sorely need, 
then we must seek those gifts. The Holy Spirit, the 
Spirit of wisdom, can so enlighten our minds that 
we can distinguish between careless judgment, and 
the wasting of our time on “dogs” and “swine.” | 
feel sure that the Holy Spirit was guiding Barna- 
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bas and Paul in their decisions, and the others, too, 
in the judgments they were called upon to make 
from time to time. 


Then Jesus gives us The Golden Rule as a help 
in these decisions. Therefore all things whatsoever 
ve would that men should do to you, do ye even so 
to them: for this is the Law and the Prophets.” 
Apply this Rule and we will be extremely careful 
in this matter of judging. 


lf any man lack wisdom, says James, let him ask 
of God Who giveth to all men liberally and up- 
braideth not, and it shall be given him, In these 
extreme cases, used as illustrations by Jesus, we see 
our need of wisdom and the necessity for this con- 
stant asking, seeking, knocking. 


Il. Choosing the Right 
Way: 13-14 


Every Choice is a judgment, for there enters 
the idea of testing, or judging. We must judge 
hetween the ‘““Ways”’ that stretch out before us; the 
High Way, and the Low; the Way which leads 
to Life, and the Way that leads to Destruction. 
Stand in the ways and see and ask for the old path 
wherein is the good way, and walk therein and ye 
shall find rest unto your souls. “wo roads stretch 

it before all of us. A simple man, a man of no 
~isdom, will be almost certain to take the wrong 
road, for this Way looks good to the natural man; 
the gate is wide and the way broad, and there are 
many traveling this way, while the other yate is 
narrow and the way straitened, and there are few 
who are going this wavy. 


It takes clear. judgment; it takes (God-given 
spiritual discernment, to choose and follow the right 
way. Many have found out too late; many others 
have found to their sorrow that they were on the 
wrong road, and have had to turn around and go 
back and find the true wavy. How much better to 
choose early and keep on the right road! God is 
calling, however, to all who are on the road to 
destruction, Turn ve, turn ve, for why will ve die? 


Choosing the Right 
Guides: 15-20 


It is a natural transition trom the true way to 
the true guides. You need a guide as well as a way. 
A tricky, false guide can get vou into lots of 
trouble. I well remember how this was our experi- 
ence in Japan. These men deliberately took us a 
wrong road in order to get more money from us. 


False prophets are false guides, for a prophet 
is supposed to show men the way to life. To judge 
hetween a true and a false prophet is not always 
easy, for sometimes they dress and talk alike. What 
is more deceptive and tragic than a man wearing 
preacher's clothes, and standing behind the sacred 
desk, to lead men the wrong way! You would ex- 
pect this of some “‘soap-box’’ orator, or politician, 
but you expect the man in the pulpit to tell you the 
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FREE! 


Yes, the great 45-volume set of John Cal- 
vin's incomparable commentaries on the 
Holy Scriptures can be yours a 
FREE of any cost to you. 
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and send to us correct names, addresses 
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truth. Ravening wolves in sheep's clothing have 
been, and are today, the worst enemies of the 
Church. The open and avowed atheists and un- 
believers will do some harm, but a preacher of 
false doctrine, who undermines the faith of those 
who trust him, is the person to “beware of.” 


Jesus gives us a rule by which we may know 
them: “By their fruits.”” When we find dead and 
corrupt churches, we know that somebody has been 
false. he preaching of a Pure Gospel will bear 
fruit in the lives of men. 


Vl. The Final Test: Saying 
or Doing: 21-23 


‘The test of true Faith is Obedience to the will 
of our Father in heaven. We make a “profession of 
our faith” in the Lord Jesus Christ; we confess 
with our mouth, and this is well, but the test comes 
when we are called upon to obey. It is easy to say, 
Lord, Lord, but the practice part is the difficult 
part. We may even preach and perform miracles, 
but unless we obey we do not have true faith. (1 
suppose that Judas, when he went out with the 
‘Twelve, preached and even cast out devils, when 
he had a devil in his own heart. ) 


Building on the Right 
Foundation: 24-29. (Read and study). 


YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR OCTOBER 26 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 


Widening Horizons 


DEVOTIONAL 
Hymn: “Lead On, O King Eternal” 
Prayer 
Hymn: “We've A Story To Tell To The 
Nations’ 
Oftering 


Scripture: Acts 1:1-12 
Hymn: “O Zion, Haste, Thy Mission High 
Fulfilling” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 


When the Church has its mind on its mission, 
it will be mission-minded, for the one responsibility 
Christ gave to His Church was that of getting the 
Gospel to the ends of the earth. There are many 
activities, and many branches of service, but there 
is only one mission: to preach the Gospel to every 
nation, calling men to repentance and faith. Let us 
consider tonight some of the means whereby we 
may achieve our objective, and fulfill our purpose 
as those who belong to Christ. Our first speaker 
will present something of the organization within 
our own denomination through which it is intended 
that our mission should be accomplished. 


FIRST SPEAKER 

One of the phases of organization within our 
church is called The Board of Church Extension. 
Under this board are included Home \Mlissions, Ra- 
dio, Christian Relations, Evangelism, and Negro 
Work as divisions or branches of services. These 
various divisions deal more largely with the ex- 
tension of the Church at home, though each phase 
is of course a part of another organization within 
the church, called The Board of World Missions. 
This board is concerned with the extension of the 
Church in lands other than our own. The terms, 
World Missions and Home Missions, do not dis- 
tinguish between operations that are different in 
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character, but rather in location. ‘The one purpose 
is that of winning souls for Jesus Christ and obey- 
ing the command of Christ to go and preach to all 
nations, The various supplementary activities will 
differ with respect to the particular responsibilities 
and varied needs as found in different fields, but 
the primary purpose is ever the same, winning men 
for Christ! If we lose sight of our mission and be- 
come absorbed with secondary causes or interests, 
we will be but an organization without purpose or 
power; a body without a heart. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 

It is indeed imperative that we keep our hearts 
and minds fixed upon our main objective. It is so 
easy to become sidetracked by things of lesser im- 
portance. G. Campbell Morgan once said, “We 
yet so busy doing excellent nothings that we have 
time to do nothing excellently.” ‘First things 
first’ should be our watchword. Our second speaker 
will give us an idea of how the various groups in 
our church are operating to carry out the program 
of church extension. 


SECOND SPEAKER 

We could not begin to deal with this matter 
adequately in the short time we have here, but we 
can touch briefly upon the work in its various de- 
partments. The program of Home Missions needs 
but little explanation. Indeed, the very name Home 
Missions is self explanatory. However, we would 
like to emphasize its importance. There are hun- 
dreds of rapidly growing communities in our coun- 
try where there are no churches, and where little 
or no opportunity may be found for hearing of 
Jesus Christ. Then there are rural areas and moun- 
tain districts, so far from the immediate influence 
of the town and city churches that both workers 
and facilities must be provided if they are to hear 
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the Gospel. ‘he magnitude of the task is matched 
only by the privilege that is ours of serving to ful- 
fill it. 

Another phase of the home mission work, though 
a department that is operating separately, is that 
of the Negro work. The opportunity in this field 
is matched only by the neglect that is self evident. 
Our church, for which we should thank the Lord, 
is beginning to take note of its missed opportunities, 
and the work is going forward among the several 
million Negroes in our Southland. 

The Radio Division is functioning in a marvelous 
way at home, and is beginning to look into the 
possibilities of work in other lands, All of us are 
aware of the fact that many people can be reached 
by radio that might never be reached otherwise. 
‘There are stations outside of our own church that 
are daily beaming the gospel message around the 
world, reaching behind the “iron” and “bamboo’”’ 
curtains, 

Then there are tHe divisions of Evangelism and 
Christian relations which are seeking to reach souls 
for Christ and to establish cooperative programs to 
improve relations between believers. Every phase of 
the work is intended to point to the one work of 
telling the blessed story of Jesus and His love. 

Finally, there is the Board of World Missions, 
through which we are sending the gospel to many 
lands. The widening of our horizons reaches its 
ultimate in the program of world-wide evangeliza- 
tion. Many feel that we should concentrate on the 
“home” field, and let the “foreign” fields receive 
secondary consideration. ‘There are no “foreign” 
fields to God who so loved the world that He gave 
His Son to die for it. If we were to distribute our 
gifts and our prayers in proportion to need and 
opportunity, the Board of World Missions would 
never suffer want for funds or workers to carry 
on its program. 

PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 

We have looked briefly at the organizations with- 
in our church, and have hastily examined the work 
they are doing. However, it is not enough to have 
an organization and a program. To reach our objec- 
tive and accomplish our mission there is need for 
strength and power. Our third speaker will direct 
our thinking along these lines. 

THIRD SPEAKER 

Certainly we believe that things should be done 
“decently and in order’ and we are grateful for 
the careful planning that is back of every effort of 
the church. Yet we need to realize that God’s pro- 
yram requires God’s power. The Lord gave His 
disciples the great commission. He widened their 
horizons till they were as wide as the world and 
as deep as human need. He challenged them with 
world responsibility. Then He said: “. . . Wait 
for the promise of the Father, which ye have heard 
of me. ... Ye shall be baptized with the Holy 
Ghost. . . . Ye shall receive power, after that the 
Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be 
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part 
of the earth.” 
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He had trained them for their assignment, and 
now He promised the power to complete it; the 
power of the Holy Ghost. “Not by might, nor by 
power; but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts.” 

We must not substitute program for power! We 
must realize that without Him we can do nothing! 
‘Too often we devise a plan, lay out a program, and 
depend upon our own abilities to carry them to 
completion. What each of us as individuals and the 
church as a whole needs to realize is that we need 
to seek the face of God in prayer; to look to the 
Spirit of God for power; to examine the Word of 
(sod for guidance, and to trust in Him who works 
in us both to will and to do of His good pleasure. 


In widening our horizons to look upon a world 
in need, let us elevate our gaze to include the con- 
templation of the God who alone is able to meet 
the need of the world, and through whose power 
the Church shall accomplish its mission. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 

Remember when the hungry multitude waited 
to be fed and there were only five loaves and three 
tish ? ‘The disciples examined the need and looked at 
the supply, and found no reason for hope. But 
when the lad’s lunch was placed in the hands of our 
Lord, He broke it in pieces, gave to the disciples 
to give to the people, and there was not only enough 
for them, but the disciples each had a basket left 
over! Surely what the world needs, the Lord has 
already given to His disciples in the Bread of His 
own Body, and the Water of His own Spirit, 
enough to satisfy the hunger and thirst of all. Let’s 
take by faith what He gives. Let's pass it on. There 
is enough for all, and as we pray, and give, and 
yo, our baskets too will be filled. 4 

Closing Praver. 


A Prayer 

() God, create in me a clean heart; and renew a 
right spirit within me. Give me clean hands and a 
pure heart. Help me to set my affections on the 
things which are above. Help me to truly seek first 
the Kingdom of God and His righteousness.- Help 
me so to number my days that I may apply my heart 
unto righteousness. Show forth in my life day by 
day the fruits of the indwelling Spirit so that men 
may glorify Thy Holy Name. Give me a heart 
completely surrendered to Thy will, a mind cen- 


tered on Thee and a will plastic in Thine. Make 


my heart ever sensitive to the leading of The Holy 
Spirit and day by day show me Thy will and give 
me the grace to do it. 

In Jesus precious Name, 


Amen. 
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Women’s Work 


A Student Worker Speaks 
A Message To Mothers 


The college years are a time when foundations 
are tested. en a young person goes off to col- 
lege, he enters a period of sudden growth, intellec- 
tual and emotional; if the spiritual foundations of 
his life are not strong and carefully-laid, college 
may be a stormy time. We who are student workers 
are there to guide these young people in their 
thinking and to challenge them to deeper commit- 
ment to Christ; but we cannot build foundations. 
That is the task which for the eighteen previous 
years of a young person’s life has been entrusted to 
home and mother. 


For this reason, I appeal to you mothers to use 
those eighteen years profitably in building deep 
spiritual foundations in the lives of your children. 

or one thing, help them to arrive at college with 
a strong intellectual understanding of their faith. 
As they grow out of childhood into adolescence, 
they will begin to ask questions: questions about 
God, and Christ, and sin, and Adam and Eve. They 
may begin to doubt some of the things that you and 
their Sunday School teachers have taught them; 
that is normal! for young people. You have the re- 
sponsibility to treat their questions with respect 
and to oe them find the answers, rather than to 
make them feel guilty because they have departed 
from the faith of their fathers. You can help them 
think through their questions and build a faith 
which is their own rather than just inherited from 
you; then when in college they meet new ideas in 
biology or history or physics, these will be, not de- 
stroyers of faith, but new facts to be evaluated and 
fitted into the pattern of old certainties. 


Secondly, I plead with you to build into the lives 
of your children a deep and intelligent loyalty to 
the Church. For there will be many on the campus 
who will mouth the easy rationalization: “You can 
live a Christian life without bothering with the 
Church; I’m as good or better than most folks in- 
side the Church.” But young people need the 
Church and its fellowship, need it to spur them on 
in their — toward Christ, need it to encourage 
them to bring others to Christ, need it to help them 
sa the joy of wholehearted devotion to their 

aster. 


You have eighteen years to build in your children 
an attitude toward the Church. You have the oppor- 
tunity of helping them to see that the Church, with 
all its faults and human weaknesses, is still Christ’s 
body, His hands and feet and voice and eyes. You 
can show them that if they would know Christ, 
vitally and personally, they must seek Him in the 
Church. You can do this partially by what you say, 
but more importantly by what you do; your chil- 
dren will very soon sense your own attitude toward 
the Church. If you love it, not blindly but intelli- 
gently, they will grow into a loyalty to the Church 

at Ss 9 carry through their college years and out 
into life. 


We student workers are there to help your young 
people to grow in an ever more meaningful rela- 
tionship with Christ; but the foundations of that 


relationship should be laid long before these stu- 
dents reach college. I appeal to you—build these 
young lives firmly on Christ. 
Isabel Rogers, 
Milledgeville, Ga. 
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Wavs To Make Christ 
Pre-eminent In The Church 


(Findings From Class Study 
Of Colossians) 


1. First make Christ pre-eminent in our lives. 


1. By sacrifice and self-denial. 
2. By our deeds of love and good steward- 


ship. 
3. By following the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit. 


Il. Increase leadership training. 
1. Seek to understand rather than judge peo- 


ple. 
2. Present the Christian religion in a way 
that it will appeal to all people. 


III. Have more fellowship in the Church. 


1. Share our Church helpfully, humbly and 
joyfully with those who enter. 

2. Encourage our neighbors and friends to 
attend church services. 

Share with them Christian literature. 

Help them to know the leaders. 

Have fellowship with other churches. 

Give every Christian a job where they can 
feel that they are a part of the Church. 


IV. Building better Sunday Schools for the San- 
day Schools are our churches. 


1. Teach them that faith is our only salva- 
tion. 

2. That we cannot be saved without faith 
and belief in God. 


Summary: To make Christ pre-eminent in the 
Church we must realize: 


And He is the head of the body, the firstborn 
from the dead: That in all things He might have 
the pre-eminence. For it pleased the Father that 
in Him should all fullness dwell. Col. 1:18-19. 


Dinah Lee Smith, 
Student at Snedecor Region 
Training School. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


“You And The Holy 
arg John Knox Press 


All truth is valuable. Some truths are more 
profitable than others. With our human limitations 
it is impossible for us to become possessors of all 
truth. Sooner or later in life, we must learn to nar- 
row the scope of our search for knowledge. There 
are some things we must necessarily exclude, but 
there is one truth, one fact of knowledge, that 
Christians dare not exclude. We refer to the truth 
concerning the Holy Spirit. This is true because 
the Holy Spirit is God. He is the third person of 
the blessed Trinity. The failure of many to reckon 
with the Holy Spirit as the vital factor in life re- 
venges itself in a blindness to the spiritualities of 
life. The history of Christendom indicates that it 
has neglected the Holy Spirit more than it has neg- 
lected either the Father or the Son. 


In this volume, Dr. Oglesby does not claim to 
present a definite study of the Christian doctrine of 
the Holy Spirit but rather to bring a neglected and 
essential New Testament teaching down into the 
everyday lives of church members who have felt a 
lack of satisfaction and peace in their Christian ex- 
perience. The messages have grown out of a post- 


Spirit.” By Stuart R. 
Richmond, Va. Price 
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graduate study of the doctrine of eeeetology 
and his experiences during a long pastorate in the 
Central Presbyterian Church of Atlanta, Ga. 


While the twelve expositions of the doctrine of 
the Holy Spirit do not cover all the technical as- 
pects of the subject, they do deal with the more 
practical phases of the ministry of the third Person 
of the Trinity as He operates in the life of the 
Christian. The author récognizes that the Christian 
doctrine of the Trinity is hard to understand aright. 
Because of this, it is a doctrine that is difficult for 
Christians to receive, believe and hold without their 
slipping into religious vagaries which do harm to 
the cause of Christ. Considering this fact, it should 
be said that the author writes with remarkable 
clarity and presents insight on the subject which is 
directed toward the stabilization of a Christian’s 
faith and life. One such insight is found on Page 56 
where the writer tells us that Christian unity is not 
the result of any human effort but rather it is the 
unity which is produced by the Holy Spirit and is 
characteristic of His distinctive mission in God’s 
redemptive plan. Still another such insight is found 
in the chapter entitled: ‘“‘The Communion Of Saints 
Activated!” “Worldly conformity,” he writes, ‘“‘is 
permitting the spirit of the age at the time the 
Christian is living to control him, to dominate him, 
and to make him live according to the standards 
the world has set up.’’ He stresses the fact that 
worldly conformity is the worst enemy of the com- 
munion of saints. 


Another fine observation deserves quotation: 
“There is no way of totaling or reporting an in- 
crease of Christian fellowship in the Church at the 
end of the fiscal year. I wish there were. I wish that 
numbers added and money raised might cease to be 
the standards by which the effectiveness of a 
Church is judged. The Church is to be encouraged 
and urged to give her best efforts to the increase of 
Christian fellowship among their members. In the 
warm atmosphere of Christian fellowship, prob- 
lems, both ecclesiastical and personal, have a way 
of eg ny Effectiveness in worship and ser- 
vice grows by leaps and bounds and there comes to 
the members of the fellowship ‘joy unspeakable and 
full of glory.’ ”’ 


In the chapter called, “The Witness That As- 
sures,”’ there is a paragraph (Page 28) that is am- 
biguous, and unless one is careful in drawing the 
right conclusion from it, it would be dangerous to 
sound theology. Here the author states that we 
need an inner authority and then writes: “To set 
up an external final authority of any kind over a 
Christian is to travel on a road that leads ulti- 
mately and logically to the Roman Catholic Church 
and the doctrine of papal infallibility.”’ This re- 
viewer has consulted the author about this state- 
ment which could open the door to every variety of 
mysticism and rationalism as authorities in relig- 
ious matters. He explained that what he had in 
mind here was not the Bible but the unwarranted 
claims of the Roman Catholic Chureh. With this 
explanation we are glad to forego any criticism. 


In this day when human resources are failing us 
and we need a power not our own and greater than 
ourselves, the messages in this volume should be of 
tremendous help to growing Christians. It possesses 
the virtue of showing us afresh that the dynamic of 
the Holy Spirit is a present reality and available to 
all believers in Christ. —John R. Richardson. 


“The Kingdom And The Church.” By Geerhardus 
Vos. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price $1.50. 


Dr. Vos’ work is judged by eminent New Testa- 
ment scholars to be a classic on the subject of the 
Kingdom of God. It takes a strong stand against 
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liberal viewpoints, but at the same time, it is an 
excellent antidote to the extremities of dispensa- 
tionalism as well. The author emphasizes the fact 
that the Kingdom stood in our Lord’s mind for a 
very definite conception concerning the historical 
relation of His own work and the new order of 
things introduced by it to the Old Testament. He 
also makes it clear that the Kingdom of God stands 
for the principle that the Christian religion is not 
a mere matter of subjective ideas or experiences 
but is related to a great system of objective, super- 
natural facts and transactions. The Kingdom means 
the renewal of the world through the introduction 
of supernatural forces. 


“The Kingdom Of God.” By Louis Berkhof. Wm. 
Bb. Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids. 
Mich. Price $2.50. 


Dr. Berkhof clarifies the doctrine of the Kingdom 
of God as is taught in the Four Gospels and then 
presents the interpretation of the Kingdom up to 
the time of the Reformation following with what is 
the larger burden of this volume, a critical evalua- 
tion of the significant developments in the litera- 
ture of the idea of the Kingdom from Kant and 
Ritschl, who did most to make it central and domi- 
nating in theological thought, to Schweitzer, Barth, 
Niebhur, and others. This book will do much to 
clear away the confusion and diversity of opinion 
attached to the doctrine of the Kingdom of God 
which has made of Christianity something less than 
what is taught in the Gospels and the Epistles. With 
the thoroughness of an erudite scholar, the author 
presents the ye of God according to the basic 
concepts of the Reformed Faith. 


“THE PROTIDENCE OF GOD.” By G. C. 
Berkouwer. Hom. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price $3.50. 

Berkouwer begins his work by raising such ques- 
tions as, “Does the Gospel have meaning and worth 
for our time?’’, “Does the Church have the courage 
and right to preach the living God in the midst of 
this senseless world, this world of the twentieth 
century which seems to have room for only one 
realistic world and life view: Nihilism?’, “Is not 
the present situation of the world a clear proot 
‘at at least on this side of life there is no perspec- 
tive bevond the burden and the darkness?” “Is not 
all this irrefutable evidence that there is no God? 
[Does not Atheism seem now to be the only logical 
si: | permissable conclusion to draw from the reality 
of our century?” “Can man with honesty and clear 
conscience still believe in Divine providence?” 

It seems to the author as though this confession 
—God's rule over all things more than other con- 
tessions—was thrown in the crucible of our times. 
This does not mean that in tairer days the provi- 
dence of God was never doubted or denied, Even 
in eras of peace and quiet when man still had con- 
fidence in the inevitable gradual improvement of 
life, there were burning questions to disturb the 
honest mind. The lot of man in sickness, suffering 
and death has always raised questions about God’s 
providence but Dr. Berkouwer stresses the fact 
that the question forces itself far more directly and 
disturbingly upon us in times of all-embracing 
crisis, in times when Nihilism has become a fad. 


Beyond the shadow of a doubt Berkouwer is 
right in saying that these are times in which the 
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Church of Christ must ask herself whether she still 
has the courage, in profound and unshakeable faith, 
in boundless confidence, to proclaim the providence 


of God. 


Since the fact of “dread”? has now become the 
essence and intensification of the unrest and con- 
cern in our day, this book is of tremendous value. 
It reminds us that “dread” is the result of man’s 
being more or less ruthlessly snatched out of an old 
and trusted order and forced into a strange hostile 
world. We may say that the trusted order out of 
which man is plucked is the order of Providence. 
We shall do well to remember that we are not able 
to overcome “dread’’ by way of the social sciences. 
Dread” clutches man too tightly and involves him 
too deeply for social sciences to successfully handle. 
We need the message of this book that tells us that 
in our present situation the confession of God’s 
providence over all things is the only satisfactory 
answer to the basic question of human existence. 


In a day when many feel the ground shaking un- 
der their feet, the Church of Christ is called upon 
not to witness through the night so much as in the 
night. Christian leaders need to call congregations 
away from murmuring to thanksgiving, from doubt 
to certainty, and from rebellion to orthodoxy. Berk- 
ouwer said that the Church must do this even when 
the vials of God’s wrath are poured over the earth. 
In the judgment, too, the Church hears the song 
of the angel of the waters: “Righteous art Thou, 
who art and who wast, Thou Holy One, because 
thou didst thus judge.”’ (Rev. 16:5). “To recog- 
nize God's righteousness and justice, thus is to bow 
betore His goodness as well,”’ concludes the author. 


This volume will not answer all the questions 
raised by the modern mind but it will certainly 
strengthen the faith of all who are honestly seeking 
tor a sane and Biblical theodicy. 


—John R. Richardson. 


“FAITH AND SANCTIFICATION.” By G. C. 
Berkouwer. Hom. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co.. Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price $3.00. 


Dr. Berkouwer is the successor of Abraham Kuy- 
per and Herman Bavinck in the chair of Systematic 
Theology at the University of Amsterdam. Recently 
he has been visiting here in the United States and 
lecturing in Calvinistic colleges and seminaries. 


Faith and Sanctification” is the first volume to 
appear in the First American Edition of a series 
of monographs covering in nineteen volumes the 
whole field of Christian theology. We shall be look- 
ing forward to the publication of the others. 


Through preoccupation with other subjects, 
sanctification is frequently crowded out of present- 
day theological thought. Dr. Berkouwer, through 
this volume, is urging us to bring it back to the 
place that it deserves in the Christian system. He 
reminds us that in sanctification we are not concern- 
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ed with a maze of theoretical abstractions but with 
“the bread-and-butter problems of this life.” 


Since everywhere in the Scriptures one may hear 
the trumpet sound of this clear and forceful impera- 
tive “for this is the will of God, even your sanctifi- 
cation,” Christians must take this subject more 
seriously. Berkouwer wonders why there has been 
so little discussion on the subject. The author re- 
minds us that in the Scripture there is no wedge be- 
tween justification and sanctification, rather there 
is a close tie between the two. For example, Paul 
tells us that Christ “was made unto us wisdom 
from God and righteousness and sanctification and 
redemption.” (I Cor. 1:30). Again the Apostle 
wrote, “But ve were sanctified, but ve were justified 
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the 
Spirit of our God.” (1 Corinthians 6:11). 


Berkouwer maintains that justification by faith 
cannot leave the heart untouched and quotes from 
the Heidelberg Catechism in this connection, “for 
it is impossible that those who are implanted in the 
Christ by a true faith should not bring forth the 
fruit of thankfulness.” The Belgic Confession sup- 
ports the Heiedelberg Confession at this point. It is 
said here that a true faith which is worked in man 
by the operation of the Holy Spirit ‘regenerates him 
and makes him a new man, causing him to live a 
new life and freeing him from the bondage of sin.” 
The best of Protestantism, therefore, has recognized 
that justifying faith does not disincline men to good 
works or without it they would act only out of 
self-love and fear of damnation. Faith is to be the 
foundation of good works. It follows from the -na- 
ture of faith which clings to Divine grace that it 
cannot possibly be unfruitful. In the performance 
of good works, faith is not a deterrent but a stimu- 
lus. 


This penetrating study on faith and sanctification 
closes with this beautiful statement, “In the bond 
between faith and sanctification, we perceive no less 
than in the bond between faith and justification, 
the pulse beat of the Gospel. If faith will but lift 
its blossoms to catch the sunlight of God’s grace, 
the fruit will be a life endued with holiness.”’ 


Dr. Berkouwer has given us a splendid disserta- 
tion on a subject that is both relevant and timely. 


—John R. Richardson. 


BIBLICAL DEMONOLOGY. By Merrill Un- 
ger, Th.D. Van Kampen Press, Wheaton, Ill. Price 


$4.00. 


Bible Demonology vividly sets forth the amazing 
testimony of God’s work concerning the invisible 
forces behind the scenes and the great world drama 
unfolding before our eves. This work discusses ex- 
haustively and reverently the many passages which 
are interspersed in the Divine records of both Old 
and New Testaments. This book is certainly writ- 
ten for our own day and will be of value to both 
ministers and laymen. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


* 


= 


THE FRUIT OF THE SYCAMORE TREE. 
By J. Vernon McGee. Van Kampen Press, W heat- 
on, Ill. Price $1.00. 

Five sermons make up this volume. The author 
is pastor of the Church of the Open Door of Los 
Angeles, California. Dr. McGee writes with clarity 
and conviction, 


THE MAN AND HIS GOD. By Russell J. 
Humbert. Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, Nashville, 
Tenn. Price $1.50. 

This volume deals with old and important sub- 
jects, God and man. It was written with real men 
in mind—those who live in the marts of merchan- 
dise, those who man the machines, those who till 
the soil, men at home, school and play. The author 
offers Christ as Saviour and Friend. 


REVIT AL: GOD’S PLAN FOR TODAY. By 
Merv Rosell, !an Kampen Press, Wheaton, Ill. 
Price $1.00. 

Six penetrating messages dealing with revival in 
our day are presented in this volume. It sounds a 
clarion call to America to confess her sin and get 
God's holy view against sin. 


ON LIVING WITH YOURSELF. By Charles 
M. Crow. Abingdon-Cokesbury, Nashville, Tenn. 
Price $2.50. 

This book deals with eighteen arts you can mas- 
ter to gain a fuller experience—a richer life. The 
aim of each of the chapters is to help the reader gain 
well-being of body, mind and spirit. 


CHURCH NEWS 


"Limestone Presbyterian Church 
. Gaffney ... South Carolina 


The Seventy-fifth Anniversary of this Church 
was observed on Sunday, September 7, 1952. 


Limestone Presbyterian Church was organized 
on August 18, 1877, with thirteen charter members. 
Today the Church has a membership of 353; a 
Daughter Church, Beech Street, with a member- 
ship of 85; and sponsors the work of St. Andrew’s, 
Timber Ridge and Thicketty Mountain Chapels. 
Two Foreign Missionary couples, Dr. and Mrs. 
Cc. L. Crane, Belgian Congo; and Rev. and Mrs. 
te Williams, Brazil, are supported in part by this 

urch. 


Since the close of World War II, the members of 
this congregation have led in the building of two 
Chapels; recently constructed an addition to one of 
them; contributed well over their total Program of 
Progress quota the first year the Program was in 
effect; sold a former manse and erected a new 
eight-room, brick residence; added to their church 
property a valuable and much needed 100-foot by 
160-foot lot; contributed thus far $45,000.00 to- 
ward the erection of additional church facilities, 
and engaged the services of Mr. A. Hensel Fink, 
a Architect, to furnish building plans for this 
work. 


The Program for the Anniversary Sunday con- 
sisted of Sunday School; Morning Worship, with 
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former pastors participating; Dinner on the 
Grounds, and an afternoon hour of Greetings from 
Former Pastors, Historical Presentation and Wor- 
ship. 


Ministers, ministerial students, and their families, 
present for the occasion were: Dr. F. W. Gregg, Rev. 
H. A. Knox, Rev. Hugh C. Hamilton, former pas- 
tors; Rev. C. R. Bailey, former Chapel Pastor; Dr. 
C. L. Crane, Foreign Missionary; Rev. J. S. Robin- 
son, a son of this Church; ministerial student, 
French B. O’Shields, Jr., a son of this Church; 
William M. Plonk, former student pastor; Joe Wal- 
ker, ministerial student, whose father was pastor 
here from 1932 to 1941; and Frank McDow Perrin, 
ministerial student, of Union, S. C. 


The Church’s Anniversary Committee consisted 
of the following members: Ruling Elder C. F. 
Blackwell, Chairman; Mrs. Ruth DeCamp MeMillan, 
Publicity and Invitations; Mrs. T. M. Caldwell, Dr. 
E. D. Johnson, and Mr. J. C. Dowling, Historical 
Presentation; Mrs. R. W. Carr, President of the 
Women of the Church, Dinner; Rev. W. T. Manson, 
Jr., Worship; and Mr. T. L. Brown, Jr., Grounds 
and Arrangements. 


In addition to the splendid attendance by the 
people of this congregation, the presence of former 
pastors and members, as well as friends from far 
and near, made this Seventy-fifth Anniversary Ob- 
servance an inspiring occasion in the life of this 
Church. 


Evangelism In New Hope And Union 
Presbyterian Churches, Gastonia, N. C. 


These two neighboring country churches have 
been richly blessed in a season of Visitation Evan- 
gelism under the leadership of Rev. William H. Mc- 
Corkle, D.D., Secretary of the Division of Evan- 
gelism in the Board of Church Extension. The 
meetings were held on September 21-28. Those who 
took part in the “two by two”’ visitation had sup- 
per together at one of the churches each evening 
of the visitation, and after the instruction period, 
by Dr. McCorkle, visited in their respective com- 
munities. Dr. McCorkle spoke at the morning 
prayer services held at New Hope, and also brought 
forceful and effective messages in the evenings 
from Thursday to Saturday. He spoke at the Union 
Church on both Sunday evenings. The two congre- 
gations united in all the worship services except on 
Sunday mornings when they met in their respective 
churches. The entire membership of both churches 
received a very rich blessing, the immediate fruits 
being: the joy experienced by the visiting teams in 
having a personal part in the meetings as they in- 
vited a number of their neighbors to Christ; many 
who with joy renewed their allegiance to Christ; a 
number who made a profession of faith for the first 
time; and a very general meaningful rededication 
Ponape which included a large part of the member- 
ship. 

At New Hope on Sunday morning there was 
scarcely a dry eye as three men of mature years, 
grandfathers in the congregation, were received. 
One of these for forty-five years had not attended 
church; his older brother made a profession of 
faith—both of these had been baptized in infancy 
in this Church. The third very happy man was that 
morning baptized and received on profession of 
faith. The whole congregation was moved and join- 
ed in Singing: “Praise God From Whom All Bless- 
ings Flow!” 

Rev. B. Hoyt Evans is the pastor of Union 
Church, and Rev. S. Dwight Winn is pastor of New 
Hope. —S. Dwight Winn. 
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